A case of elderly-onset systemic lupus erythematosus presenting as acute renal failure due to disseminated intravascular coagulation.
Herein we describe a case of a patient with elderly-onset systemic lupus erythematosus presenting as acute renal failure due to disseminated intravascular coagulation. A 78-year-old man was admitted to our hospital with fever and generalized lymphadenopathy. He was diagnosed as having systemic lupus erythematosus on the basis of renal involvement, hematological abnormality and positivity for antinuclear and anti-double-stranded DNA antibodies. Renal biopsy revealed lupus nephritis (class III and V (A/C)) with focal glomerular thrombosis. He responded to hemodialysis and corticosteroid therapy with remission of serological values and renal function. Possible mechanisms underlying the coexistence of these conditions are discussed.